




Risk

• Political 

• Economic 

• Social

• Personal

We want to limit exposure and 

maximize upside potential.
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Costa Rica is in Central America between Nicaragua and Panama



Costa Rica is situated below 

the hurricane belt



It’s about the size of West Virginia



Costa Rica is less than a 2 ½ hour direct 

flight from Miami.



Home to 4 million residents



It’s also home to 100,000 foreigners



Including more than 50,000 North Americans



The government consists of three branches:

Executive – Laura Chinchilla takes office May 8 

Legislature

Judicial

Dr. Oscar Arias, current

President

Laura Chinchilla new 

President



It’s a country with little government corruption.

And a very healthy economy.





Attractive for foreign investors. 



The US is Costa Rica’s largest trading partner. 

Intel is the largest employer.



The country has a high Global 

Competitiveness ranking.



Costa Rica uses the colon as 

their currency, not the dollar.



Infrastructure 

is improving 

rapidly.



The Coastal Highway in 2009



The Coastal Highway now



The Coastal 

Highway now

The Coastal 

Highway in 2009





Costa Rican protest



Costa Rica is a peaceful country.



spending instead on 

education

Costa Rica is proud 

of a 96% literacy 

rate among its 

citizens; among the 

highest in Latin 

America

and…



High Quality, Low Cost Healthcare

(Free to residents)



The medical facilities are excellent.



Cost of an outpatient visit in Costa Rica is 

approximately $17;  in the US it’s $366*

*2005 World Health Organization Data



Cost of a hospital stay in Costa Rica is 

approximately $52;  in the US it’s $907*

*2005 World Health Organization Data



The pace of life is 

slower.

Perhaps that’s 

why Costa Ricans 

have a longer life 

span than those 

in the US.



Señor José Delgado Corrales - 109



Costa Rica has 

consistently been 

ranked as the 

Happiest Place on 

Earth. 



Rated as the highest country in Latin America

for quality of life.



Our local policeman





Foreigners have the same right to property 

ownership as Costa Ricans do.



Property ownership is Fee Simple and Title 

Insurance is readily available.



Taxes are very low; approx. $1.45 per $1000 in value up 

to approx 200k.

(A small additional tax applies to homes valued at over 200k.)



Home insurance is approximately $487 yearly for 

a home worth $200,000. 



There is no capital gains tax in Costa Rica.



There’s no tax on income from 

outside of the country.



You can use your IRA to purchase property.



Tickets to a movie - $3.00

An excellent steak dinner - Under $12.00

Basic Commercial Phone service - $6.00 per 

month

Basic Cellular Phone service - $9.00 per month

Basic Cable TV service - $28.00

Complete Health Coverage for resident - less 

than $500 per year

Full time Maid $200 a month. 

Gardener $2 per hour.

Vehicles are about the same as the US.



• Watermelon – 75¢ per Kilo 

• Tomato - 80¢ per Kilo 

• Lemons - 5¢ each

• Carrots - 50¢ per Kilo 

• Pineapple - 80¢ per Kilo 

• Papaya - 45¢ per Kilo 

• Cucumbers - 70¢ per Kilo

• Zucchini - 20¢ each

• Onions - 50¢ per Kilo

• Mangos - 50¢ per Kilo

• Bananas - 60¢ for a bunch 

• Strawberries - $1.50 ½ Kilo

One Kilo = 2.2 Pounds



Costa Rican Coffee



a

$1200 to $1500 monthly



$2000 to $3000



*A slide for those of you with eagle vision

*



It’s easy to bring your pets with you.



Tap water is safe to drink in Costa Rica



27% of the country is protected land.



Currently 99% of their energy is from clean sources.



“Green Season” is from May until November 



It’s the local’s favorite 

time of the year.  

The mornings are 

sunny and late 

afternoon showers are 

typical.



We call that siesta time.



or… cocktail hour.



There are 6 distinct areas of Costa Rica



The Central Valley



The Northern Pacific



The Northern Plains



The Central Pacific



The Caribbean



The Southern Pacific



Cloud Forests



Mangroves



Rainforests 



Coral Reefs



Arenal Volcano

South Pacific Coast Beach

La Paz Waterfall

Costa Rica is loaded with  

Natural Wonders

Diving off Cocos Island



San Jose National Theater

Cartago Cathedral Ruins

And man-made ones





A myriad of activities are available;   

for adventurers…



And for those of us who prefer to relax.



The country contains more than 100 types of ferns, 

1,000 orchids and 2000 kinds of trees.



Costa Rica is home to a dizzying array of fauna.

Toucans

Tree Frogs Blue Morpho Butterflies

More than 50 kinds of 

Hummingbirds



Humpback Whales

Olive Ridley TurtlesSquirrel Monkeys

Sloths



860 bird species reside in Costa Rica.    



More than in the US and Canada combined.





Why do hummingbirds hum?



Because they don’t know the words. 



Costa Rica - 10 Reasons why it's 

a Top Destination for Expats

1. Healthcare is affordable and excellent. 

2. Cost of living is significantly lower than in the US.

3. Longevity is longer than in the US.

4. Accessibility is easy and inexpensive.

5. Costa Ricans are friendly & happy. 

6. Amazing variety of climates offer something for all.

7. Tourist attractions are lots of fun and everywhere.

8. The government is stable.

9. There are many Expat communities. 

10. Business and Investment climate - tax structure

11. Conservation, ecotourism and sustainability.



Costa Rica – 10 Reasons why it’s 

Not for Everyone.
1. Bureaucracy can be frustrating. Some things 

take a long time to get done.

2. It can be a culture shock.

3. Ants love it there.

4. Not everyone speaks English and they all speak 
Spanish. 

5. We have earthquakes occasionally. 

6. It can be hot and at certain times of the year it 
rains… a lot. 

7. Parrots are noisy and get up very early.  

8. Petty crime occurs more often than in the US.

9. You must leave the country every 3 months for 
72 hours until you’re a resident. 



“When looking back at life it’s 

not usually what we did that we regret, it’s what 

we didn’t do.”


